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1. Remarks on the Palmyrene Infcription at
Teive. In a Letter to the Rev. Thomas
Birch, D. D. Secretary to the Royal Society,
from theRev. John Swinton, B. D. F.R.S.
Member of the Academny degli Apatifti ar
Florence, and of the Etrufcan Academy
of Cortona iz Tufcany.

Good Sir,

Read Jan. 23,"FVHE Palmyrene infcription at Teive

1766 T having beyen inaccurftely_taken by
Sig. Pietro della Valle, the tranfcript publithed in
the Philofophical Tranfactions muft be looked upon
as incorre&, and confequently the explication of that
infcription, which the Royal Society did me the
honour (1) formerly to publith, cannot in all points be
intirely depended upon. Having therefore been in-
formed, that the ftone itfelf, brought a few years fince
out of the Eaft, was in the poffeffion of the Right
Honourable the Earl of Befborough ; I refolved to at-
tempt getting a fight of it, that a true copy of fo cu-
rious a monument might in proper time be imparted to
the learned world. Having opened my defign to
John Wood, Efg; member of parliament for Brack-
ley in Northamptonthire, a gentleman of great me-
rit and eruditicn, he carried me, with the utmoft
politenefs and good nature, to Lord Befborough’s
houfe in Cavendith-Square, May 21, 1764; where
I had a full view of the ftone, examined the in-

(1) Pbhilofoph. Tranfasz. Vol. XLVIIL Par. IL p. 746-751.
{cription
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Pbilyf: Tray Vol IVL.TAB. Ip. 5.
Tbe Palmyrene Inferiplron brovght, from Teive.

AYEIRHMYY XA T ey ahb
Puh1hdx Reyyia b g 3

The Alpbabdet deduced from _
the Inferepdson at Teive. Z Mmﬁm the Stone .

(xR ANMETTICTL KEPAY
e NIWYTIEPCLITHPI
A\ v AC TPAAAPIANOYCEB
o TOYKYPIOYATA©ANTE
Teth ANOCABIAHNOC THCAEKA
3. ph [TOA€OC THN KAM APAN (UKo
A ... Mem. AOMHCEN KAI THN KAINVH
S 3 Semech €Z TAIUNANEOHK EN
y et

Pe ETOYC EMYMHNOC ANWOY

Hence it appearstbaigouricen. of the Palmyrene leiters - TS
V\Bave been Banded domw to us By thus curcous Infergplion. _Apud Joannem Swinton. S T.B.Oxonienf. RSS.
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foription with all the attention I was capable of, and
took the tranfcript exhibited here upon the fpot. In
order therefore to recify all former miftakes, occa-
fioned by Sig. Pietro della Valle’s blunders, I judged
it might not be improper to communicate this, to-
gether with a new Latin and Englith verfion of it, at-
tended by a copy of the correfpondent Greek infcrip-
tion, as it appears on the ftone, to the Royal Society ;
fubmitting to the confideration of that illuftrious
bedy, with all poffible deference, the fhort remarks
tran(mitted you in' this paper.
For the Palmyrene infciption, fee Tas. I.

The infcription in Hebrew or Chaldee Chara&ers.

9 Nohy Nm poe byah
D9IIN NEN NMDD

JOVI FVLMINATORI IN AETERNVM fit REVEREN-
TIA=—OPERIMENTVM ET LECTVM €l DEDICA~
VIT AGATHANGELVS.

To JUPITER THE THUNDERER FOR EVER be
REVERENCE—AGATHANGELVS DEDICATED to
him this cOVERED BED.

For the correfpondent Greek infcription, as it ap-
pears on the ftone, fee Tas. I,

Remarks on the Palmyrene Infcription.

1. That Baal, the great divinity of Syria and
Pheenicia, anfwered to the ZETS of the Greeks,
and the JuriTER of the Latins, as we find intimated

by the two inferiptions before me, is acknowledged by
fome
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fome of the moft celebrated ancient writets; and has
been clearly evinced by (2) me, in a former paper.

2. The word ynw, SHEMETZ, fometimes denotes
NOISE, Of SOUND, according to (3) Schindler,
Schmidius, and Cocceius. It is likewife taken in
Scripture for A VOICE IN THE AIR (4), as we learn
from Stockius, Ba AL sHEMETZ, therefore, may be
rendered DOMINVS MVRMV¥RIS SONI, SVSVRRI, vel
vOCIS IN AERE, THE LORD OF the NOISE, OF THE
$SOUND, Oof OF THE VOICE IN THE AIR ; and confe-
quently may be deemed perfeétly equivalent to ZETE.
KEPAYNIOZ, or JUPITER THE THUNDERER, in the
cotrefpondent Greek infeription. A new figure of
Tzade here prefents itfelf to our view, which hat not
been handed down to us by any other momument
of the Palmyrenes.

3. The following word, ¥, or XM, TIMOR,
REVERENTIA, VENERATIO, &, appears, in the very
- fame fignification, (5) in two Palmyrene infcriptions,
fome years fince by me explained. Nothing can be
more common in the oriental languages than the
ellipfis, or fuppreflion, of the verb (6) fubftantive,
which occurs here.

(2) Pbhilof. Tranf. Vol. XLVIIL Par. IL.p. 748, 749.

3) Vid. Schindlerum Schmidium, Cocceium, Jo. Chrift.
Clod. Lex Hebraic. Selet. p. 509, s10. Lipfie, 1744. & Jo.
Leonhard. Reckenberger. Lib. Radic, frve Lex. Hebraic, p. 1515,
Jenz, 1749, ”

(4) Chrift. Stock. Clav. Ling. Sanéd. Vet. Teffs p. 1115,
Jenz, 1721. It muft be remarked, that the word sHEMETZ,
as explained here, will greatly illuftrate two paffages in the book
of Job, (IV. 12. XXXVI, 14.) and decide in favour of the
explication of thofe paffages given by Schmidius and Cocceius.

(5) Pbhilef. Tranf. ubi fup. p, 698.

(6) Johan. Buxtorf, Thefaur. Grammat. p. 472. Bafilez,

1603.
4. With
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4, With regard to Nubp, of the Chaldee or Sy-
riac form, it will be fufficient to abferve, that it an-
fwers here to AETERNITAS, PERPETVITAS, &c.
So that xnby N may be rendered REVERENTIA
AETERNITATIS, Of REVERENTIA AETERNA, The
term N29p may likewife be confidered as equivalent
to NmbyY, IN AETERNVM, the particle $ being not
improbably here underftood. Such ellipfes as this
were by no means uncommon in the eaftern world,
as we find clearly evinced by (7) Noldius.

5. Nothing farther is requifite to be obferved of
the Hebrew, Chaldee, or Syriac verb 3mp (8), os-
TVLIT, LIBAVIT, DEDICAVIT, &c. than that it
feems perfectly confonant to the tenor of the inferip-
tion, and conveys to us the fame idea that is exhi-
bited to our view by the word ANE®HKEN, in the
correfpondent Greek infcription,

6. The next word XnDD, or RMNDD (9), OPERI-
MENTVM, is intirely Syriac. It may not be impro-
per to remark, that the letter Thau here is of a forne-
what unufual form ; and that the Yax is underftood,
or fupprefled, after the Pheenician manner. The
figure likewife of the Samech, unlefs part of it has
been effaced by the injuries of time, does not per-
fe@ly agree with any of thofe'charaQlers that have
been hitherto confidered as forms of that element.

7. The copulative Vau, that follows, and conne@s
P> with the fubftantive Ny, or NDWY, LECTVS,

(7) Chriftian. Nold. Concordant. Particular. Ebreo-Chaldaicar.
P- 416, 417. Jenz, 1734. ' '

(8) Vid. Johan. Buxtorf. Sen. et Jun. Val. Schindl. aliofq.
Lexicograph. Hebr. Chal. Syr. &c.

(9) Johan. Buxtorf, Jun. Lex, Chald. & Syriac. p. 260,
Bafilez, 1622.

SPONDA
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SPONDA LECTI, &c. which is both a Chaldee and
-a Syriac word, renders the latter part of the infcrip-
tion fufficiently intelligible. For OPERIMENTVM
ET LECTVM here may be confidered as equivalent to
LECTVM OPERTvVM, or perhaps fimply LEcTVM,
as the correfpondent Greek word has beén tranflated
by Dr. Bernard. The charaCter reprefenting Vau,
prefixed to thé¢ word I am now upon, agrees with
the figure of that element, as it occursin my fecond
Palmyrene (10) alphabet. For a farther account
of thefe beds of ftate, as well as feveral other fimilar
infcriptions, recourfe may be had to the (11) author
here referred to. '

8. The laft word of the infcription is apparently
DYININ, ATAGANTEAOZ, AGATHANGELVS, the
name of an Abilenian, who ereted a cupola, or ca-
mera, and placed under it a bed of ftate, dedicated
to Jupiter Maximus Fulminator, or the fupreme God
Jupiter the Thunderer, for the health and fafety of the
emperor Hadrian, his fovereign. This happened, ac-
cording to the correfpondent Greek infcription, in the
44 5th year of thezra of Seleucus, and the 17th of that
prince’s reign. The word ATA®ANI'EAOZ, AGA-
THANGELYVs, feems to be of nearly the fame import
with ATA®OAAIMON, AGATHOD AEMON, the name
of an (12) Alexandrian geographer of pretty confi-
derable note. It alfo occurs in (13) one of Gruter’s
infcriptions, but is evidently a cognomen there. The

(10) Philof. T3 ranfaé?, Vol. XLVIIL. Par. II. p. 740.

(11) Seller. Antiquit. of Palmyr. p. 364, 369.

(12) Agathodzem. Alexandrin, per Mercator. et Bert. Amft,
1618. Vid. etiam Agathodem. Alexandrin, Delineat. Orb, ex

Lib. Ptolemei, Lat. Baf, 1552.
(13) Jan. Gruter, Infeript. Romanar, Corp, p. 644, I.
charaéter

4
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chara&er reprefenting Ghimel, in this word, is fome-
‘what different from all the other figures of the fame
letter, that have hitherto appeared.

9. The Palmyrene alphabet deducible from this
infcription [fee T'aB. I.] being curious, as the forms
of feveral of it’s letters cannot be deemed the fame
with thofe of the correfpondent elements in any of
the Palmyrene alphabets hitherto publithed ; I.fhould
be thought guilty of an omiffion, did I not take the
liberty to infert it here. The charatters reprefent-
ing Ghimel, Samech, Tzade, and Thau, in particular,
differ confiderably from the figures of thofe letters
on every other monument of the Palmyrencs.

As 1 have fpoken pretty largely of this infcription
in a former paper, T fhall not expatiate any farther
upon it here ; but at prefent only beg leave to affure
you that I am, with all due {entiments of refpect and
efteem,

Sir,,
Your moft faithful,
and moft obedient,

humble fervant,

Chrift-Church, Oxon,

Nov. 28, 1765. John Swinton.
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